
WHAT HAS THE FORUM

EVER DONE FOR US?

An Introduction to

Swansea Environmental Forum



The First Ten Years… 1985 to 1996

o established in 1985 / constituted in 1987

o public bodies and voluntary groups

o share information and collaborate

o raising awareness and supporting projects

o organised conferences and published directories

o set-up The Environment Centre



WHAT HAS THE FORUM

EVER DONE FOR US?

The Environment Centre 1993-1995



The Environment Centre

o focal point for information, education and activity

o office base for organisations / community groups

o meeting place for meetings, workshops, training, etc.

o demonstration of green technologies / urban living

o green shop and café

o community engagement

o project support 



Swansea Environmental Forum’s Dual Role

o designated strategic partnership for built 

and natural environment

o promoting environmental sustainability 

through community engagement initiatives



Promoting & Facilitating Environmental 

Sustainability in Swansea

o influence policy and action

o drive behaviour change

o encourage and support partnership working

o develop and support environmental projects 

and innovation

o provide expertise, collate evidence and 

highlight priority areas for action



Swansea Environment Strategy 2006-2017
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Swansea Environment Strategy 2006-2017
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Swansea Wellbeing Plan / Public Services Board

Early Years:
To ensure a good start in life for all children

Working with Nature:
To improve health, enhance biodiversity and 

reduce our carbon footprint

Strong Communities:
To empower communities, promoting pride 

and belonging

Aging Well:
To make Swansea a great place to age well



Low Carbon Swansea Bay 2010-2022
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Clear Streams 2013-2017

• 200 companies visited

• 40 community events

• 100 ponds / 140 butts

• 700 pledge cards

• 6 kayak safaris / 50+ young people
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Sustainable Swansea 2005-2019
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Swansea Green Maps 2005-2018
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Swansea Sustainability Trail 2007-2018
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Trailblazers 2007-2018
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Sustainable Swansea Awards 2005-2013

• 5 rounds / award ceremonies

• 226 entries received

• 36 awards presented
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Earth from the Air exhibition 2007
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Earth from the Air exhibition 2007

• estimated 100,000 visitors to exhibition

• 1,500 in community outreach programme

• 52 workshops with over 1,500 pupils

• 60 volunteer stewards clocked up an 

equivalent of 220 full-time days

• more than 3,000 pledges made 
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Hard Rain exhibition 2009
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Vital Signs exhibition 2009
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Vital Signs exhibition on tour 2009-11
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Community Green Spaces 2013-2022
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NRW Tawe Trial Research Projects 2015

• 2 research projects: Tawe access / community consultation

• 660 survey participants

• 7 community consultation events

• new interactive website
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SMART Nature Conferences 2015 and 2019
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Climate Action and Nature Recovery 2020-2022
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PRIORITISING THE CLIMATE & NATURE EMERGENCIES
A programme of projects to inspire, encourage, support and enable action

Workstream 1: Targeting Transport
• Swansea Bay Healthy Travel Charter

• Community-led Sustainable Transport Solutions project

Workstream 2: Solutions for All
• Inspiration Hub online resource

Workstream 3. Progress through Partnership
Supporting partner policies and projects e.g. climate charter, food networks

Workstream 4. Awareness and Engagement
Organising informative talks, discussions and events e.g. GBGW, webinars



Supporting Partnerships and Projects

o Swansea Compact / Third Sector Liaison Group

o South West Wales Connected (Community Rail Partnership) 

o Swansea Community Growing Network

o Swansea Built Heritage Group

o Swansea Fair Trade Forum

o Food Resilience Group / Bwyd Abertawe

o Swansea Climate Action Network (SwanseaCAN)

o Green Recovery Toolkit for Organisations



Current Priorities and Projects

o Wellbeing Plan / Working with Nature Task Group

o Swansea Council - Environmental Partnership Framework

o Low Carbon Swansea Bay

o Swansea Community Green Spaces Project

o Swansea Bay Healthy Travel Charter

o Community-led Sustainable Transport Solutions project

o Bwyd Abertawe / Sustainable Food Place

o Inspiration Hub and engagement events



Swansea Environmental Forum Contact Info

Email:

info@swanseaenvironmentalforum.net

SEF General website:

swanseaenvironmentalforum.net

LCSB website:

lowcarbonswanseabay.weebly.com

Swansea Community Green Spaces website:

swanseacommunitygreenspaces.weebly.com

mailto:info@swanseaenvironmentalforum.net
http://swanseaenvironmentalforum.net/
https://lowcarbonswanseabay.weebly.com/
http://swanseacommunitygreenspaces.weebly.com/

